Let them eat ice cream – Zimbabwe Vigil Diary, 22nd August 2015
Sunday, 23 August 2015 14:00

All the reports we get at the Vigil suggest that the wheels are coming off Zimbabwe. This week
we were sent several emails which in different ways graphically show how bad things are
becoming.

‘We live in a country with absolutely no rule of law’, said one correspondent. ‘There is no money
and everyone, not only government, is desperate to find funds. Corruption and bribery are a
way of life. They are ingrained and will be hard to get rid of. We survive in hope!’

Our correspondent, a veterinarian, is worried that the desperate scramble for money poses a
threat to wildlife. Commenting on reports that Chinese staff have replaced locals at Hwange
Park, he said it was difficult to get correct information. ‘We know that anti-poaching activities in
Matusadona have been stopped and we know baby elephants have been moved to China. We
think ivory and rhino horn are also going as well as body parts from lions and other animals
which have value in China and other Asian countries.’ He added ‘the huge reaction to the killing
of the lion Cecil is a great way to cover up what is going on’.

Another message to the Vigil came from a Christian charity working in Zimbabwe, which is
supported by us. ‘Zimbabwe is not the place for an easy life today’. It says. ‘With the economy
in tailspin, businesses closing and workers being laid off in increasing numbers, and with a
quarter of the population forced to work outside the country in order to keep their families alive,
it comes as no surprise to learn that the unemployment rate is a staggering 90 per cent. And if
life is difficult even for the few in employment, one can but wonder how the rest manage to get
by.’ (See: http://www.zimvigil.co.uk/vigil-news/campaign-news/712-zimbabwe-alert--relentlessl
y-pushing-zimbabwes-poor-towards-the-edge
).
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The third danger signal for us came in the latest article by economist and MDC T MP Eddie
Cross, who has managed to be optimistic whatever the setbacks – until now. He said real
hunger and deprivation is now common in all rural districts. ‘I estimate that up to 5000 people a
day are now crossing our southern borders into South Africa – more than 40 000 a week or 2
million people this year. Some will return but the majority will stay and seek new lives. Can
South Africa take such an additional burden at this time? I think not.’ (See:
http://www.thezimbabwean.co/2015/08/the-deepening-crisis-in-zimbabwe/
).

As the axles gouge the roads, Dr Grace has opened a new factory selling her dairy products,
including ice cream. MDC spokesman Obert Gutu spoke of her extravagant display of wealth in
a sea of poverty and said it was a clear sign that the Zanu PF regime was completely out of
touch with the people

Other Points

·
We were visited by a Zimbabwean-born academic from Seattle University who asked for
our help with his research on experiences when returning home to Zimbabwe and thoughts on
reconciliation.

·
Zimbabwean performers, including Vigil supporters, are taking part in the Journeys
Festival in Leicester next weekend. See ‘Events and Notices’ for details.

·
Thanks to those who arrived early to help set up: Eunice Mucherechedzo, Esther Nyambi,
Humphrey Dube, Nqobizitha Moyo, Mary Muteyerwa, Bridget Mupotsa and Fungayi Mabhunu.
Thanks to Eunice and Esther for looking after the front table.
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For latest Vigil pictures check: http://www.flickr.com/photos/zimbabwevigil/ . Please note: Vigil
photos can only be downloaded from our Flickr website.

FOR THE RECORD: 35 signed the register.

EVENTS AND NOTICES:

·
Zimbabwe Yes We Can meeting. Saturday 29 th August July at 12 noon. Venue: The
Theodore Bullfrog, 26-30 John Adam Street, London WC2N 6HL.

·
Zimbabwe Yes We Can Movement holds monthly meetings in London as the political
face of ROHR and the Vigil.

·
Journeys Festival, Leicester. Sunday 30 th and Monday 31 st August. Venue: Orton
Square, Cultural Quarter, Leicester LE1 1SB. Zimbabwean performers: the band Harare which
includes Vigil supporter Kuduashe Matimba (formerly of the Bundu Boys) at 12 noon on Sunday
and the Zimbabwe Association Choir at 11 am on Monday,

·
Zimbabwe Action Forum (ZAF). Saturday 5 th September from 6.15 pm. From the Vigil
it’s about a ten minute walk, in the direction away from Trafalgar Square. The Strand
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Continental is situated on the south side of the Strand between Somerset House and the turn
off onto Waterloo Bridge. The entrance is marked by a sign at street level. It's between a
newsagent and an optician. Nearest underground: Temple (District and Circle lines) and
Holborn.

·
Zimbabwe Action Forum (ZAF) meets regularly after the Vigil to discuss ways to help
those back in Zimbabwe to fight oppression and achieve true democracy.

·
Next Swaziland Vigil. Saturday 5 th September from 10 am to 1 pm outside the Swaziland
High Commission, 20 Buckingham Gate, London SW1E 6LB.

·
Vigil’s Monthly Itai Dzamara Protest. Saturday 12 th September from 2 – 6 pm outside
the Zimbabwe Embassy in London. The protest is to mark 6 months since Dzamara’s abduction
by intelligence agents.

·
The Restoration of Human Rights in Zimbabwe (ROHR) is the Vigil’s partner
organization based in Zimbabwe. ROHR grew out of the need for the Vigil to have an
organization on the ground in Zimbabwe which reflected the Vigil’s mission statement in a
practical way. ROHR in the UK actively fundraises through membership subscriptions, events,
sales etc to support the activities of ROHR in Zimbabwe. Please note that the official website of
ROHR Zimbabwe is
http://ww
w.rohrzimbabwe.org/
. Any other website claiming to be the official website of ROHR in no way represents us.

·
Zimbabwe Vigil Highlights 2014 can be viewed on this link: http://www.zimvigil.co.uk/vig
il-news/campaign-news/642-zimbabwe-vigil-highlights-2014
. Links to previous years’ highlights are listed on 2014 Highlights page.

·

Facebook pages:

Vigil: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=8157345519&ref=ts
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ZAF: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Zimbabwe-Action-Forum-ZAF/490257051027515

ROHR: https://www.facebook.co/pages/ROHR-Zimbabwe-Restoration-of-Human-Rights/30181
1392835
SW Radio Africa’s website and sound archive is being hosted on www.archive.org . Go to the
site and type in swradioafrica which will link you to snapshots of their site over the years and at
the top of that page a link to their website where, under podcasts, you will find the audio.
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